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Forward-looking statements caution
Certain statements in this presentation are forward-looking and are made in reliance on the safe harbour provisions of the US Private Securities Litigation 
Reform Act of 1995.  These statements include, without limitation, those concerning: our outlook for 2016/17 and 2017/18 including revenue, EBITDA,  
free cash flow and dividend growth; cost transformation and synergy realisation opportunities; our deployment of next generation ultrafast broadband via 
FTTP and G.fast technology; and our rollout of 4G coverage.

Although BT believes that the expectations reflected in these forward-looking statements are reasonable, it can give no assurance that these expectations 
will prove to have been correct. Because these statements involve risks and uncertainties, actual results may differ materially from those expressed or 
implied by these forward-looking statements.

Factors that could cause differences between actual results and those implied by the forward-looking statements include, but are not limited to: material 
adverse changes in economic conditions in the markets served by BT whether as a result of the uncertainties arising from the UK’s exit from the EU or 
otherwise; future regulatory and legal actions, decisions, outcomes of appeal and conditions or requirements in BT’s operating areas, including the 
outcome of OFCOM’s strategic review of digital communications in the UK, as well as competition from others; selection by BT and its lines of business of 
the appropriate trading and marketing models for its products and services; fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates and interest rates; 
technological innovations, including the cost of developing new products, networks and solutions and the need to increase expenditures for improving the 
quality of service; prolonged adverse weather conditions resulting in a material increase in overtime, staff or other costs, or impact on customer service; 
developments in the convergence of technologies; external threats to cyber security, data or resilience; political and geo-political risks; the anticipated 
benefits and advantages of new technologies, products and services not being realised; the timing of entry and profitability of BT in certain markets; 
significant changes in market shares for BT and its principal products and services; the underlying assumptions and estimates made in respect of major 
customer contracts proving unreliable;  the anticipated benefits and synergies of the EE integration not being delivered; the outcome of the BT Italian 
business investigations and BT’s broader review of financial processes, systems and controls across the Group; and general financial market conditions 
affecting BT’s performance and ability to raise finance.  BT undertakes no obligation to update any forward-looking statements whether as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise.
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Gavin Patterson
Chief Executive



© British Telecommunications plc

Clear strategic focus
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Transform

our costs
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and applications

Best network 

in the UK

Fully converged 

service provider
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UK segments

Focus on
multinational 
companies 

globally

Our strategy

Growth – to deliver sustainable profitable revenue growth

Invest for 

growth

Our goal

Deliver great

customer experience

Our purpose To use the power of communications to make a better world

Broaden and deepen our customer relationships

Best place to work
A healthy 

organisation
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• Outlook
– significant financial impact on Global Services in the period
– challenging UK public sector and international corporate markets

• Investigation into our Italian operations

• Achieving customer experience milestones 
– 100% of EE customer service calls now handled in the UK & Ireland
– Openreach missed appointments halved year on year

Q3 overview

• Robust financial and operational performance across most of the Group
– record Openreach fibre broadband adds
– EE record growth; strong postpaid mobile adds
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• DCR – continuing to work with Ofcom to reach a voluntary settlement
– we’ll continue to engage to reach the best outcome for the UK
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Delivering great customer experience
• Consumer repair improvements

– we’ve more than halved average landline fault repair times

– 5 percentage point improvement in on-time repair year on year

• Improved Ethernet order process
– order entry times cut from around 45 mins to <10 mins

– majority of largest customers in W&V using new process, all will use it from May

• New Openreach mobile app for damage and fault-reporting
– enabling quicker fixes and better service
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• Contact centre onshoring
– around 900 UK & Ireland roles to be added in Consumer in Q4

– training on new tools and processes for existing agents

• Good progress on FTTP
– free connection for developers of 30 or more homes
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Consumer – investing in service and proposition

• Revenue up 4%
– broadband and TV up 8%, calls and lines up 3%
– ARPU up 8%

• EBITDA down 5%
– contact centre onshoring, new Premier League 

rights contract, and BT Mobile handsets

• Operating cash flow £162m 

• Good operational stats
– 83,000 broadband net adds1

– 260,000 retail fibre net adds1

– 52,000 TV net adds2

• Focus on customer experience and proposition
– c.500 service roles3 added, c.900 to come in Q4
– Plusnet Mobile & BT Mobile Family SIM launched
– BT Call Protect nuisance call blocker launched
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Consumer monthly ARPU

Q3 2016/17 YoY change4

Revenue £1,262m 4%

EBITDA £260m (5)%

1 includes EE and business customers
2 includes EE and Plusnet customers
3 UK & Ireland 
4 compared to revised financials reflecting the new group structure effective from 1 April 2016 ARPU = Average Revenue Per User
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EE – record revenue growth and improving service

• Underlying revenue1 up 2%

• Underlying EBITDA1 down 7%

• Operating cash flow of £141m

• Group-level mobile base 30.2m
– 276,000 postpaid net adds
– postpaid churn 1.1%
– prepaid base fell by 326,000
– 4G base now 18.2m

• The UK’s leading mobile network
– 4G geographic coverage now 75%
– next phase of 4G+ rollout with plans for 500 sites 

across the UK’s largest cities by the end of 2017

• Focus on customer experience
– 100% of EE contact centre calls now handled in 

the UK and Ireland
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EE revenue growth1

Q3 2016/17
YoY change1

(underlying)

Revenue £1,311m 2%

EBITDA £277m (7)%

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015
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Business and Public Sector – public sector headwinds

• Underlying revenue1 adj. for EE down 6%

– public sector challenging

– UK SME and UK Corporate performing well, 
helped by mobile

• Underlying EBITDA1 adj. for EE down 8% 

– driven by public sector

• Operating cash flow £302m

• Order intake up 16%

– EE orders offsetting public sector decline

9

Q3 2016/17
YoY change1

(u/l adj. for EE)

Revenue £1,190m (6)%

EBITDA £393m (8)%

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015. Revenue also excludes transit
2 chart shows YoY % revenue movement. Calculation excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements, transit and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015 

RoI = Republic of Ireland        PS&MB = Public Sector and Major Business

Continued steady revenue2 performance outside of public sector

Overall UK Corp RoI PS&MB
FYFY FY YTDFY

UK SME
FY YTDYTDYTDYTD

15/16 16/17 15/16 16/17 15/16 16/17 15/16 16/17 15/16 16/17
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Global Services – performance impacted by Italy
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1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015. Revenue also excludes transit. Year-on-year comparison has been 
revised to reflect the outcome of the investigation into our Italian business

2 Continental Europe

Q3 2016/17
YoY change1

(u/l adj. for EE)

Revenue

ex Italy

£1,398m (7)%

(2)%

EBITDA

ex Italy

£40m (78)%

(8)%

• Underlying revenue1 adj. for EE down 7%

– down 2% excluding Italy

– UK up 6% mainly due to strong IPX volumes
– Europe2 down 15%; flat excluding Italy

• Underlying EBITDA1 adj. for EE down 78%

– down 8% excluding Italy

• Operating cash outflow £115m

– includes working capital unwind in Italy

• Order intake down 14%

• Continuing enhancements to our portfolio

– cloud-based service users now >1m
– cloud-based SAP in collaboration with T-Systems
– enhanced security capabilities in LatAm
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Wholesale and Ventures – key deals signed in the quarter

• Underlying revenue1 adj. for EE down 3%

– improvement on 5% decline in Q1 and Q2

– good growth in fibre broadband, Ethernet and 
Ventures

– offset by continued decline in Partial Private 
Circuits and call volumes

• Underlying EBITDA1 adj. for EE down 4%

– reflects revenue mix in Wholesale 

• Operating cash flow £151m

• Order intake up 205%

– driven by                 MVNO contract re-sign
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Q3 2016/17
YoY change1

(u/l adj. for EE)

Revenue £528m (3)%

EBITDA £211m (4)%

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015. Revenue also excludes transit 

Pelipod LinkUK

New propositions in Ventures

Next generation of payphonesSecure supply chain solution



© British Telecommunications plc

Openreach – record fibre growth

• Revenue down 1%
– c.£60m impact from regulation offset by 31% 

growth in fibre broadband revenue

• EBITDA flat

– operating costs down 1% reflecting lower 
leaver costs

• 498,000 fibre broadband net connections
– 48% of net connections from other providers
– 7.2m premises connected, 27% of those passed

• Investing for better customer experience
– ahead on all 60 of Ofcom’s copper MSLs2

– missed appointments halved year on year
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Openreach fibre base

Q3 2016/17 YoY change1

Revenue £1,284m (1)%

EBITDA £676m flat

1 compared to revised financials reflecting the new group structure effective from 1 April 2016
2 minimum service levels
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EBITDA growing in c.90% of our business
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1 before specific items, as reported in May 2016, prior to revision to reflect the outcome of the investigation into our Italian business
2 defined as Global Services, ex UK and Italy

EBITDA FY 2015/161

-31% -15%

Q3 YTD performance Q3 YTD performance

+2%

Q3 YTD performance

Public  sector International corporate markets2 Italy 



Simon Lowth
Group Finance Director 
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Q3 results – impacted by Italy and investment
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Revenue3 £6,126m (1.5)% 34%

EBITDA3 £1,870m (8)% 18%

Specific items (£281m)             - -

EPS3 - adjusted

EPS   - reported

6.6p

3.8p

-

-

(24)%

(59)%

Normalised free cash flow4 £606m - down £298m

Net debt £8,981m - up £3,966m

Underlying
adj. for EE YoY1 YoY2

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements, disposals, and transit. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015. Prior year numbers have been revised to reflect the 
investigation into our Italian business

2 including EE from acquisition on 29 January 2016. Prior year numbers have been revised to reflect the outcome of the investigation into our Italian business
3 before specific items
4 before specific items, pension deficit payments and the cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments
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Investigation into our Italian business
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Independent review of accounting practices by KPMG now substantially complete
• extent and complexity of inappropriate behaviour far greater than previously identified

• improper accounting practices and improper sales, purchase, factoring and leasing transactions

• immediate steps taken to strengthen financial processes and control

Financial Impact Q2 Q3 2016/171 2017/18

Revenue2 c.£120m c.£200m c.£200m

EBITDA2 c.£120m c.£175m             c.£175m

Normalised free cash flow3 c.£100m
up to 

£500m             
c.£175m

Specific item in 2016/17 for change in accounting estimates £145m £100m £245m

Errors revised in prior period comparatives £268m £268m

1 inclusive of Q2 and Q3 impact
2 before specific items
3 before specific items, pension deficit payments and the cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments
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Business and Public Sector – headwinds in public sector
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Q3 2015/16 YTD Q3 2016/17 YTD

Public sector Rest of B&PS

-31%

+5%

EBITDA
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Global Services – lower growth in international markets
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EE integration and cost transformation continues
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• Automation of 
back-office processes

Well over £1bn of gross cost transformation 
opportunities over next two years

• Combined design and 
service functions in 
Global Services

• Creation of a unified field 
force to support UK 
business customers

• Insourcing of EE Core 
Network maintenance

• Contact centre planning 
and management 

• Review of shared BT and 
EE suppliers and 
renegotiation of contracts

c.£100m cost synergies this year & c.£400m in 
‘Year 4’;   c.£1.6bn NPV revenue synergies 

Cost transformationEE integration
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Our financial outlook
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2016/17 2017/18

Underlying revenue1 ex transit adjusted 
for the acquisition of EE

Broadly flat Broadly flat

EBITDA
2

c.£7.6bn Broadly flat

Normalised free cash flow
3

c.£2.5bn £3.0bn - £3.2bn

Dividend per share ≥10% growth ≥10% growth

Share buyback £206m

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015
2 before specific items
3 before specific items, pension deficit payments and the cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments
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Our financial outlook
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2016/17 2017/18

Underlying revenue1 ex transit adjusted 
for the acquisition of EE

Broadly flat Broadly flat

EBITDA
2

c.£7.6bn Broadly flat

Normalised free cash flow
3

c.£2.5bn £3.0bn - £3.2bn

Dividend per share ≥10% growth ≥10% growth

Share buyback £206m

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015
2 before specific items
3 before specific items, pension deficit payments and the cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments
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Our financial outlook
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2016/17 2017/18

Underlying revenue1 ex transit adjusted 
for the acquisition of EE

Broadly flat Broadly flat

EBITDA
2

c.£7.6bn Broadly flat

Normalised free cash flow
3

c.£2.5bn £3.0bn - £3.2bn

Dividend per share ≥10% growth ≥10% growth

Share buyback £206m

1 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015
2 before specific items
3 before specific items, pension deficit payments and the cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments



Gavin Patterson
Chief Executive
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Q3 summary

• Confident on our prospects in EE, Consumer, UK Corporate 
and UK SME

• Results impacted by our Italian investigation

• Revised outlook for 2016/17 and 2017/18

• Confident in our strategy and clearly focused on delivery
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Q&A
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Appendix
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Income statement
£m Q3 2016/17 YoY change Key points

Revenue
1

6,126 34%
 growth mainly as a result of contribution of EE 
 £189m favourable impact from FX
 £16m reduction in transit revenue

- u/l2 ex transit adj. for EE (1.5)%

EBITDA
1

1,870 18%

Operating profit
1

975 (2)%  depreciation and amortisation up 51% due to EE

Profit before tax
1

826 (8)%  net finance expense up 57% due to EE

EPS
1

6.6p (24)%  additional shares issued as part of EE acquisition

Specific items
3

(281) n/m

 includes £100m write down in our Italian 
operations, £79m regulatory risk provision, 
integration costs of £41m plus net interest 
expense on pensions of £53m
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1 before specific items
2 excludes specific items, foreign exchange movements and disposals. Calculated as though EE had been part of the group from 1 April 2015
3 net charge after tax 
n/m = not meaningful
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Free cash flow
£m Q3 2016/17 YoY change Key points

EBITDA
1

1,870 286  reflects acquisition of EE

Capex (751) (162)  reflects acquisition of EE

Interest (186) (5)

Tax
2

(175) (33)

Working capital & other (152) (384)
 outcomes of Italy investigation & phasing, 

particularly FA Premier League rights payments

Normalised FCF 606 (298)

Cash tax benefit of pension deficit 
payments

11 (33)

Specific items (32) (14)  includes EE-related payments of £18m

Reported FCF 585 (345)

Pension deficit payment (6) (6)

FCF (post pension deficit payments) 579 (351)

28

1 before specific items
2 before cash tax benefit of pension deficit payments
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Pension – continued low discount rate

• IAS 19 deficit £9.2bn net of tax at 31 December 
2016

– (Q2 2016/17: £9.5bn) 

• Continued low discount rate environment

– liabilities slightly reduced with real discount rate 
remaining negative 0.87% 
(Q2 2016/17: negative 0.87%)

– expected to increase 2017/18 pension operating 
charge

• Assets broadly stable

– £48.9bn (Q2 2016/17: £49.1bn)

• Next triennial funding valuation of BTPS due as 
at 30 June 2017

Change in IAS 19 deficit
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Deficit – net of tax Deficit – gross of tax

£9.5bn £9.2bn

Q2
2016/17

Liabilities
movements

Asset
movements

Q3
2016/17

£11.1bn
£11.5bn
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Debt and liquidity

• Net debt of £9.0bn at 31 December 2016

– down £586m in Q3; down £857m YTD

• Cash and current investments of £2.8bn

• Term debt of £0.7bn repaid in the quarter

• Undrawn £2.1bn committed facility

– runs to September 2021

Change in net debt

30

30 Sep
2016

Normalised
FCF

Specific
items

Pension
deficit

payments

Tax benefit
of pension

deficit
payments

Dividends Other 31 Dec
2016

£9.6bn

£9.0bn
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Debt maturity profile

• Short-term borrowings of £1.5bn

– including term debt of £0.7bn, repayable in 
February 2017

• £6.6bn repayable in next 5 years

• Strong balance sheet with certainty of funding

Term debt maturity profile
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£m

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

Q4
16/17

17/18 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 24/25 After
2025

BT EE

3.0% 5.7% 3.8% 4.3% 2.3% 2.7% 6.3%Effective rate1

1 the effective rate represents the weighted average interest rate on bonds maturing in each period after the impact of hedging


